
Whitestoneonline Discipleship Course - Lesson 9 

The Pressing Issue of this Hour 

Read completely through this lesson and then complete the review questions at the end of the 
page.  

The version we are using for this Bible course is the King James Version. Read through 
this study carefully and completely. There will be a series of questions to answer at the 
end.  

GOD is now doing a very special thing in those of His people who are pressing on with 
Him with marked purposefulness. There is a sweeping and terrible battle raging for the 
throne of this world. A greater warfare has never been known. The enemy is marshaling 
all his power and all his puppets in vivid array. There is an urgent summons for the 
people of God to recognize the challenge. Who will take the government of the universe?  
 
Unless men have spiritual discernment to see what is behind the present world situation, 
they will not rise to the challenge of the enemy. God's sons are being prepared and called 
to take the kingdom now, in a spiritual way, in order that they may share the throne in the 
age to come. 
 
There is a reason why the enemy is determined to keep truth concerning the Body of 
Christ from the Lord's people. Any group which constitutes such an expression of truth 
will become the target for Satan's heaviest onslaughts from every side. We all know the 
value of a fearless individual's testimony to truth. How much greater, then, would be the 
concerted power of a corporate Body, testifying to the world that God's children can 
fellowship in perfect harmony. When the Church is one, then shall the world believe. 
''So that they all may be one [just] as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also 
may be one in Us, so that the world may believe and be convinced that You have sent Me'' 
(John 17:21 Amp ). 
 
God's Word says, ''One shall chase a thousand but two shall put ten thousand to flight ''. 
There is strength in unity. Satan understands that he will be immediately deposed when 
the corporate Sonship comes into full manifestation, for then he will lose his position and 
his hold. The issue which was settled at Calvary will be finally and forever enforced. 
Since the Lord has openly triumphed on the Cross, the enemy has been governmentally 
judged and put to shame. He rules today only because man has not forced the issue upon 
him, but has instead sided with him or compromised with his rule. This is, in a fashion, 
like the anarchy that occurs when the president of a country cannot bring the rest of the 
government to stand with him in enforcing edicts which are already constitutionally 
decided. Christ has triumphed already, but His people have not yet stood with Him in that 
victory.  
 
As some may have already discerned, the more God's corporate Sonship rises in the Spirit 
to a place of authority, the more vicious become the onslaughts of the enemy in the 



spiritual realm. As soon as the corporate Sonship is manifested in glory-as soon as he 
collectively stands on his feet and is united in every respect with the Head-the enemy will 
be cast down from the heavenlies and will wage warfare in awful fury in the earth. 
 
The warfare of the Church has always been a spiritual warfare. Victory in the spiritual 
realm will be the cause of the time of terrible wrath and tribulation that is to precede the 
final victory of the Son. Because of Satan's fury in the earth, warfare will enter (to a far 
greater extent) the physical and natural realm (Rev. 12:9,12). 
 
We must look beyond the things that, on the surface, appear to be the cause of conflicts in 
the world. If we would understand the real spiritual conflict, we must:  
 
·  Recognize the foundation and structure of government  
·  Discern the fundamental concepts of government  
·  Understand God's ultimate intention in world government 
 
THE FOUNDATION OF GOVERNMENT 
 
There are two fundamental concepts of government and human rights. 1- There have long 
been those who recognize that the source of all authority is God. Man, therefore, because 
he is in the image and likeness of God, is endowed with certain inalienable rights. 2-
Others hold that the source of all rights is inherently invested in government. These two 
opposing concepts are best illustrated by the United States and communist China. The 
founding fathers of our country recognized God's authority when they wrote in the 
second paragraph of our constitution the recognition that all men are ''endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights-life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.'' 
 
Now by contrast, under a totalitarian system such as in China, all rights are bestowed by 
the state. Note the difference! If rights come to us from God, then no state, no parliament, 
no dictator can take them away (except by God's permission, as in punishment for 
misuse) If it is true, however, that they are granted by the state, then the state can take 
them away. 
 
This reveals one fundamental difference. Either the state exists for the person (as in our 
country) or the person for the state (as in China).  
 
THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS OF GOVERNMENT  
 
There are three fundamental types of government which issue out of God's order of 
things. They are theocracy, anarchy and totalitarianism. 
 
In order to understand government, we must return to a proper starting point in God. 
When we recognize that God, who is the ultimate source of rights, has desired that man 
should be only a proximate source of rights, we can understand what happened to Adam 
in the garden. According to God's design, Adam was to have yielded all his rights to God, 
thereby allowing God to rule through him as a vice-regent in the earth. Had Adam and his 



posterity followed this plan, it would have meant theocracy-the wonderful government of 
God over all the universe. Instead Adam chose to keep those rights for himself. Governed 
by his appetite, he entered upon a course of self-rule which actually brought anarchy. He 
wanted to be a god in his own right-free to do that which seemed right in his own eyes. 
This in essence is the spirit of anarchy which has ruled in rebellious hearts since the Fall. 
 
If we are honest enough to face the full implications of this principle, we will see that 
democracy can work only as long as men deliberately choose God as their individual 
ruler and submit themselves and their rights to Him. As God is allowed to set up a 
theocracy over individual lives of a people, they are able to maintain freedom from 
oppression. Now let us see what has happened to our democracy. Because of the utter 
selfishness of men, our citizens have insisted on using their rights for their own welfare 
and benefit. The spiritually dead are alive only to appetite. Instead of living unto God 
with concern for the needs of others, each has done that which seems right in his own 
eyes. As a result the trend in recent years has been for government to step in to curb 
selfish tendencies. Although the people have not, in the constitution, given the 
government the right to do this, it has usurped more power to act for what it calls ''the 
common good." The power of the class has been discovered and exploited, and our 
present trend toward a welfare state has the inherent seeds of totalitarianism. 
 
It requires little wisdom to recognize that all government tends to one of these three 
types-God rule, or self-rule or Satan-rule. The typical modem man does not really want 
self-rule. He only thinks he does. Self-rule implies too much responsibility, and 
responsibility is a burden-the awful burden of answering the searching question, "What is 
the real purpose of your life?" If man has a purpose, he must live purposefully. 
Purposeful living requires discernment and discipline. This is why theories which deny, 
or transfer, man's freedom are so prevalent today.  
 
ULTIMATE INTENSION IN WORLD GOVERNMENT 
 
If men were confusing basic issues only in the political realm, it would not be so tragic. 
But there is the same confusion in Christ's Body, the Church. To settle this confusion is 
the great and pressing issue of the hour. Will the Church, redeemed by His blood from 
bondage, live only unto herself seeking only what He can do for her? Or will she be 
awakened to her responsibility of living up to His ultimate intention? Only as she comes 
under divine authority can she truly exercise authority. It must be a total submission to 
the Head to live under the complete glad-hearted leadership of His Spirit. 
 
How my heart has ached as I have witnessed in the Church those who react against the 
government of the Spirit, and insist upon self- rule. The basic issues of government are 
easily confused, for there are those who insist upon exercising their ''democratic rights. '' 
Everyone has the right to vote in the local church. It is not, therefore, God who reigns, 
but the individual selfishness of the people. Many a church, not able to keep a pastor 
more than twelve or fifteen months, survives under virtual anarchy. Why? Because the 
pews are filled with members who know nothing of the sovereignty of God over their 
lives. 



 
Of course, the opposite extreme may be seen when some strong willed pastor ascends to 
the throne as virtual dictator over the people and either scatters the flock or subjugates 
those who remain. He sees the need for members being conquered, but does the 
conquering by his own willful power and enslaving methods, and not in God's liberating 
way though the Spirit. When men will not yield to the government of God, the totalitarian 
spirit will rule them by force. 
 
The hour has come when men of judgment and wisdom must stand for divine government 
in the Church. To those who resist authority, this may seem to be totalitarianism. But 
because God has delegated His power to the Spirit in redeemed men, He will stand with 
His Spirit-filled servants even as He stood with Moses. His authority in the Church will 
accomplish His end in the world. We must remember that God's plan is for glad-hearted 
rule by those who have become His love-slaves, gladly embracing the way of the Cross. 
These have submitted to His government and enjoy divine rule and enter into divine 
purpose. Believers who submit to such Spirit-controlled government find it is not 
bondage, but blessedness. 
 
However, for those who resist rule at the hand of God and His servants and insist on the 
spirit of self-rule, God has arranged the imposition of moral and natural law. Law comes 
into play only when men step out of bounds. In all of this we can see that God is 
sovereign and that He must rule. But He delights only in those who with gladness of heart 
choose to be governed, not only by the natural and moral, but by the spiritual laws of His 
kingdom. 
 
THE RULE OF THE SPIRIT 
 
Did you ever see one whose body did not obey the directions of the head? We call such a 
disease St.Vitus's dance. It is caused by the failure of the hand or leg to respond to the 
impulse of the brain. This is anarchy manifest in the physical body. One glance at the 
spiritual Body of Christ indicates this disease is hindering the Head from effectively 
working through His Body. This condition will not prevail for long. From eternity the 
Father has purposed that His Son should have a Body to express His life, His light and 
His love. Viewed from that standpoint-the standpoint of the heart of God-we see the 
Church will surely become the vessel unto the honor and glory which He intended. Let us 
consider four prepositions which explain how this ultimate intention for His Son will be 
attained:  
 
l-God has "put all things under His feet and given him to be the head over all things to 
the church which is his body" (Eph 1:22). From God's eternal viewpoint this is already 
accomplished in Him. When members respond only to the Head Who is over all things, 
there will be a glorious harmony in the body, and all shall come to the true measure of 
His mind, purpose, vision and Spirit. 
 
2-If you ever wondered why all things exist, here is Paul's explanation: ''All things were 
created by Him and for Him '' (Co1. 1:16). So the Lord Jesus is not only the Head of His 



Body, but He is to have the pre-eminence in all things (Co1. 1.18). The Father knew from 
the beginning the devotion and dedication of His lovely Son. The Father knew what He 
could expect of Him long before His supreme test at Calvary. Accordingly He chose not 
only to accomplish all things by Him, but for Him. 
 
3-There is a divine principle by which all things operate smoothly to the ultimate 
purpose. The Father designed that all shall be through Him. It is one thing to create, but 
still another to perpetuate. This marks the supreme contrast between man's systems and 
God's rule. From eternity past it was His intention that all should have its very operation 
and continuance through Christ. What, therefore, is not done through Him is temporal 
and transitory. 
Only His work is eternal. "He is before all things and by (through) Him all things 
consist'' (Co1. 1:17).  
 
4-It is not only in Him, for Him and through Him, but also with Him that the Father will 
reach out into the whole universe in the fullest expression of Himself. As the Son 
expresses Himself through His Body, so the Father expresses Himself through His 
corporate sonship. So the "fulness of Him that filleth all in all" will reach out through the 
Body to the universe, not only in this age, but in the ages to come. Paul writes, "that in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times He might gather together '' (or sum up) ''all things 
In Christ'' (Eph. 1:10). Yes, with Christ, as the Son of His right hand, the Father will 
reach out. "The government shall be upon His shoulder ... and of the increase of His 
government and of peace there shall be no end.'' (Isaiah 9:6,7).  
 
Finally, we ask. is all of this planned and intended for the only begotten Son alone? No, 
God has in the pleasure of His heart designed that the entire corporate sonship in Christ 
will share the victory. United by His Spirit as members of His Body, we are to become 
co-sharers in His victory and joint-reigners in His kingdom. We are included in the 
Father's glorious intention for His Son because we are ''in Him." 
 
"And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all." (1 Cor. 15:28) 
  

Review  Questions:  

1) What is the pressing issue of this hour? 
2) Who are the participants in the raging battle for the thrones of this world?  
3) What three things must we do if we are to understand the real conflict of the 

world? 
4) What type of government did Adam choose? 

5)  Describe divine government in the church. 
 

 


