
Whitestone Discipleship Course 5 – THE CALL TO IMPOSSIBLE LIVING 

Read completely through this lesson and then complete the review questions at 
the end of the page.   

The version we are using for this Bible course is the King James Version. Read 
through this study carefully and completely. There will be a series of questions to 
answer at the end.  

"It is not hard to live the Christian life-it is impossible!" These words of Griffith 
Thomas are very true because God has called us to live by the life of Another. 
The life He intends and the calling He has given can be realized in only in His 
way and by His resources. 

Adam faced this impossible calling as he stood at the gateway of choice. There 
were two ways open for him, as represented by two trees. Everyone since Adam 
has likewise had to learn that God will not yield HIS resources until men have laid 
down all that is natural. 

There is no neutral ground. Man will either feed upon the tree of knowledge in 
accomplishing his own pursuits. Or, as God has designed, he will come into 
union with Him, the Tree of Life, and receive God's boundless resources for 
realizing His intention. The grasping philosophy of life cannot be combined with 
the divine life of giving. 
  

Two ways - two philosophies 

In the very midst of the garden was the tree of life, which seemed to occupy the 
most commanding position. There was no prohibition concerning its fruit. In its 
central place it represented the source of all growth and activity. And its name 
should have spoken to Adam but he was slow to understand. 

While he hesitated, his wife with Satan's help turned to another tree, the fruit of 
which God had distinctly prohibited. This tree called the knowledge of good and 
evil, represented a life of independence-the way of selfish ambition. As we have 
been saying, from the beginning it was God's intention that Adam and his family 
should make a moral choice. 

The tree of life illustrates the way of giving-the life dedicated unto God. The man 
who partakes of this manner of life is fulfilling the intention of God. He embraces 
heaven's way of life-the inwrought Cross. Because this life is reaching ever 
Godward, it is open to participation in full-heirship which means recovering the 
necessary resources as represented by the fruit of the tree. 



The other tree illustrates the way of grasping. Eve was enticed by this tree and 
led to believe there was something in that tree for her. She acted independently 
of God and invited her husband to do the same. Together they were saying in 
effect, "Now we shall be as gods who can act in our own right. Of ourselves we 
will know what is good and what is evil." And in a sense it was true. They were 
becoming as little gods seeking complete freedom of action. 

So when Adam and Eve took the forbidden fruit, a new idea of independence 
developed in the mind of man. Watchman Nee explains this: "The emotion was 
touched, because the fruit was pleasant to the eyes, making him desire. The 
mind with its reasoning powers was developed for he was made wise. And the 
will was strengthened so that in the future he could always decide which way he 
would go." 

No longer utterly dependent upon God for instruction, man in his own eyes 
became independent. 

  

Living by the soul or by the Spirit 

Now that we understand the course which Adam took, we can see how this 
determined the lines of his development. It was God's intention that Adam should 
come into life-union with Himself. That is, the regenerated human spirit would 
come under the direction and government of the Holy Spirit by a birth-union. 
Adam's soul faculties-the mind, emotions, and will-would then be used by the 
Spirit. However, when Adam chose to act independently by eating the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge, he was ministering to the expansion and development of his 
soul powers. Thereafter, "man was not only a living soul but from henceforth he 
would live by the soul" (Watchman Nee). 

In brief, this meant that the human spirit, which had been God's avenue of 
contact with man, was no longer responsive. God had said, "in the day that thou 
eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die." Thus sin not only separated man from God, 
but it alienated him from the very One who would have shared His divine life with 
his human spirit. So man's spirit became dead toward God, instead of becoming 
spiritually and vitally united with Him as God intended. 

So it is a matter of either living by the soul or living by the Spirit. We must make 
this distinction, however. While God created Adam and gave him a soul, He did 
not intend for his spirit to become dead and thus necessitate his living by the 
soul. He did not intend for the soul to take the place of the spirit as the animating 
power of man. God so designed man that he must always possess a soul, but it 
is to be subservient to and become the instrument or vehicle through which the 
spirit expresses itself. Thus Gods work of redemption is to set man's inner 
mechanism in right order, so that instead of living by his soul-powers, man 



comes into spiritual union with God and begins to live by the Spirit. Thus, God 
achieves His intention of "sonship" - the expression of His life in human beings. 

It is just this simple: when we change the purpose and philosophy of life, we have 
changed trees. Christ Who becomes our life will not allow us to pursue divine 
purposes in our own power. We are not called to production, but to participation 
in His life and pursuits. Israel learned this lesson through forty years of 
wandering in the wilderness. When God had called them to move into Canaan 
they saw walled cities and giants. The move was impossible in their natural 
strength. 

Yet the walls of Jericho were just as thick and just as high forty years later. It was 
still impossible for natural strength or wisdom to devise the method that God 
finally indicated for taking the city. What was impossible became Him-possible 
by simple obedience and trust. While Israel's participation in God's method made 
them look ridiculous to the people inside the city, it was nevertheless the way she 
learned the secret of impossible living. We have been waiting until now to say 
there is no participating, appropriating or qualifying until we have learned to live 
from this Tree-Him. 

  

The exchanged life 

Recently I learned that the word "renew" in Isaiah 40:30 really means 
"exchange". Thus the text could correctly read, "But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall exchange their strength." This is the secret! The Christian exchanges his 
old manner of life and resources for the new. Weakness is exchanged for 
strength. 

I suppose, says A.W. Tozer, it is improper to say that God makes His people 
strong. But we must understand this to mean that weakness is their own, and 
strength is God's. "When I am weak then I am strong" is the way Paul said it, and 
in so saying set a pattern for every believer. What has happened is that he has 
switched from his little human battery to the infinite power of God. 

Now remember we are still considering God's plan for our participation, 
appropriation and qualification. This was God's first plan which has in no sense 
been changed by sin or the Fall. In the following lessons we shall see how 
redemption is incorporated into God's plan. We shall see that men have become 
so engrossed in the wonders of salvation, that they have missed the larger 
intention of God for His sons.  

We are called not merely to receive His life, imparted by the new birth. We are 
called to a full participation in the life of Christ. Let no one who is still allowing the 
selfish purpose of life to dominate, imagine that he is to any measure 



participating in this divine life. Jesus Christ will only live one kind of life in us-a life 
poured out unto the Father and for others. It is the snare of this present hour that 
men seem to want a crisis-impartation of His life for themselves, but have little 
interest in daily manifesting His life unto God.  

  

 

The method of appropriation 

Surely this is what stimulated the Apostle Peter to write, "According as His divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain to life and godliness... And beside 
this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue..." (2 Peter 1:3,5). Temptations , 
walls, and giants are all part of God's working. The Father does not provide for 
His sons the full maturity of the divine nature to be taken like milk from a bottle. 
When temptation to evil arises, Peter says, "add to your faith virtue." When walls 
are too high, he says, "add to virtue knowledge." The God who promised has a 
way. Learn it. Is the land filled with temporal blessings? Don't indulge. "add to 
knowledge temperance (self control)." Do giants persist in the strongholds of 
Canaan? "Add patience." Do pagans invade your home with glittering false 
gods? Cast them out. There is a time for patience, but now "add godliness." Do 
neighbors and even brethren misunderstand and impose? "Add godliness." And 
"love" which means long-suffering. When we have discovered that these cannot 
be appropriated from the old tree, we can see what has been our problem. It 
does make a difference. By which tree do we live-the natural or the spiritual? 

Until we have truly cut loose from the old tree-which is wild by nature-and grafted 
into the good tree, we have not learned to live by our new source. It is not by 
another trip to the altar, but by learning how to cooperate and appropriate that we 
"put on Christ." 

Hence it follows that our shrinking away from the way of the Cross arises from an 
ignorance of the blessedness to which the pathway leads. The most joyous 
moment in the life of the bride ought to be the moment when she loses her own 
name and self-dependence at the marriage altar. Taking her husbands name 
instead of her own, she loses her life in his. She is married to another and in this 
union has a new source of life. Like wise the most blissful moment of our life 
ought to be that in which we by the work of the Cross, have renounced our right 
to self-ownership, and have reckoned ourselves dead to self, to sin and to the 
world, but gloriously alive unto HIM! 

 
 

 



Review Questions:  

Your Full Name: 
 

E-mail Address:  
 

1) What did the tree of knowledge of good and evil represent? 
 

2) What three faculties of man were affected when he took the forbidden fruit? 
 

3) What is the purpose of the redemptive death of Jesus Christ?  
 

4) When does the impossible become possible? 
 

5) What things does God use to as part of the impossible living to bring us to 
maturity? 
 

 


