
 1 

Whitestone Discipleship Course Lesson 3 - To A New Center 
 

I have a motto that reads “keep looking down”. It often causes comments from 
people who are more accustomed to the phrase “keep looking up”. The shock 
often achieves its intention. If the observer is a believer it serves to remind them 
that where we are positioned makes a huge difference in how we view things. If 
down here, of course we must look up to Him. But if we have truly entered into all 
that our position “with Christ in God” means, we have risen to a heavenly 
vantage point from which to view a whole new life. 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote of this new viewpoint in his letter to the Colossians, as 
given in the Phillips translation, he makes this thought clear: 
“We are asking God that you may see things as it were from His point of 
view, by being given spiritual insight and understanding…” (Colossians 1:9).  
 
Thus every person is either still centered in himself, “looking up” from his own 
viewpoint, or he is enjoying the view Paul prayed about. He is “looking down” 
from God’s vantage point-looking out through His eyes. 
 
Mere wishful thinking will not bring us to this new position and point of view, it is 
God’s doing, as He works in the believer to bring him to a new center.  
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The picture above illustrates this point. “A” illustrates all men in Adam as they live 
unto themselves, relating all life’s happenings to self. Instead of enthroning God 
Adam enthroned himself by deliberately disobeying God. From that time 
everything has been out of order for Adam’s entire family. By attempting to be 
ultimate himself, mankind attempts to use God’s works to satisfy his own selfish 
desires. Nothing right comes out of this false center because mankind was not 
created to be the center.  
 
Point “B” in the picture illustrates how God, through the work of Jesus on the 
cross, has put an end to the old race of Adam. Paul explains it this way: 
“we judge thus, that one died for all, therefore all died. He died for all, that those 
who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who for their sakes 
died and rose again. (2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 
 
Paul reveals that it was God purpose to take all of Adam’s race to the cross to 
deal with the “I” principle that stands in opposition to God. So when God was 
looking down upon the cross, He saw us united in death with His Son. Thus from 
God’s viewpoint we are “crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20), but more. We are 
buried with Christ. Yet even more we are raised with Christ to newness of life: 
“We were buried therefore with him through baptism to death, that just like Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk 
in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4) But still more than that, we are positioned in a 
new heavenly position: “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 
(Colossians 3:3) 
 
Now all this God sees from His viewpoint, we must now also live by faith in that 
reckoning.  
 
Point “C” illustrates how man has been raised with Christ and is now in this new 
position “in Him”. It is important that we understand and rejoice in the new 
position and all that has been done for us. Yet just here is a potential snare. We 
need to also change centers. All that Christ has made available to us should not 
continue to be related to ourselves-the old center. If we remain centered in self 
we miss the deepest work of the cross, which will deliver us to a life that is 
centered in God where all things are related to HIM.  
 
Point “D” illustrates what it means to live with a new center. We are not merely 
centered  “in Christ” but with Him we are centered in God the Father. In this God-
centered position it is no longer our victory but living in His victory. It is no longer 
our purpose, but living in His purpose. It is no longer our dedication, but living in 
His dedication. All things have truly become new. 
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Paul shares the very heart of this issue in his second letter to the Corinthians, 
chapter 5. He explains what caused him to live a God-centered life. With Paul, 
being a new creation in Christ was more than just doctrine, it was real life 
experience: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
things have passed away. Behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 
5:17) 
 
Let’s consider four things as we begin to look through His eyes.  
 
1. A new viewpoint: In 2 Corinthians 5:16 Paul tells us this: “From now on we 
estimate and regard no one from a [purely] human point of view [in terms of 
natural standards of value]. [No] even though we once did estimate Christ from a 
human viewpoint… we know Him [thus] no longer “ [Amplified Bible]. 
 
Once we looked at our own weakness and failure and it brought only despair and 
bondage. Now we look through His eyes and we see the rough stone upon which 
He is working. But we also see beyond to the finished product which He will 
make. We see ourselves as He sees us, not just as a rough stone, but the 
finished stone that will bring Him delight and glory. What a difference! Seeing 
ourselves and others no longer after the flesh but as God sees us! He sees us as 
living stones and He will fit us into a glorious Temple. What a privilege it is to be 
a part of God’s ultimate intention! 
 
2. A new relatedness: From this new viewpoint we begin to see, with Paul, how 
all things work according to God’s purpose. Previously we might have related 
events to ourselves and considered them only as they affected us. But now we 
see them as related to His ultimate intention. So we say with Paul. “all things are 
of God” (2 Corinthians 5:18). In this new relatedness we can understand what 
Paul meant when he said, “Now I desire to have you know, brothers, that the 
things which happened to me have turned out rather to the progress of the 
gospel;  (Philippians 1:12). This is true freedom from self! When we begin to 
relate all the individual parts to the whole we will see how God is doing 
everything with perfect relatedness to that desire He has purposed in Himself. 
 
3. A new occupation: Paul further reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:20, “So we are 
Christ's ambassadors, God making His appeal as it were through us.” (2 
Corinthians 5:20 AMP). God now makes His appeal to others through us. Instead 
of being occupied with working for Him, we should be occupied with Him and His 
working through us. As Christ’s personal representatives our message should be, 
“We beg you for His sake to lay hold of the divine favor [now offered you] and be 
reconciled to God.” No longer do we appeal to men merely for their own sake, but 
rather “for His sake”. We are first occupied with God, then with His purpose; first 
with worship and then with His work. 
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4. A new yardstick: So we have this occupation with God and His work through 
us, but what is the yardstick by which we measure whether we are fulfilling this 
purpose? Much has been said about being reconciled to God- but too often the 
message centers on what man can get out of God. Surely Paul has much more 
in view when he says, “But all things are from God, Who through Jesus Christ 
reconciled us to Himself [received us into favor, brought us into harmony with 
Himself] and gave to us the ministry of reconciliation [that by word and deed we 
might aim to bring others into harmony with Him].” (2 Corinthians 5:18 AMP). The 
question is: What is the yardstick for fulfilling or falling short of God’s purpose? 
We can only be in full harmony with God as we are dedicated to, and living for, 
the same thing-His Ultimate Intention. 
 
 
A THREEFOLD PURPOSE 
 
It is important to understand that the father has purposed at least three things for 
His Son.  
 
1. Paul speaks of, “my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” (Ephesians 3:4). What 
was that mystery?  It was that the Son might have a corporate Body through 
which to express Himself. It is this mystery of Christ in you-the means by which 
God’s glory shall be manifest in every believer (Colossians 1:27). 
 
2. It is the Fathers intention that the Son shall be the Head of this Body, the 
altogether pre-eminent One who expresses not only Himself, but “the fullness of 
the Godhead”. Thus the Father and the Holy Spirit are also expressed and 
revealed by the lives of His many sons and daughters. (Colossians 1:18). 
 
3, Further, the Father intended to make His Son to be the center and gathering 
point of all things in heaven and in earth- “to sum up all things in Christ” 
(Ephesians 1:10). All things were not only created “by Him” , but also “for Him” 
(Colossians 1:16).  
 
Knowing this ultimate intention for the Son we can better understand the Father’s 
intentions for His many sons and daughters who make up Christ’s Body. Now we 
can recognize that whatever comes short of revealing that which the Father 
ultimately intends for His Son is just short- it needs to be rectified, brought into 
harmony. Seeing the Father’s intention for His Son, we have the yardstick by 
which to measure whether we are fulfilling our purpose as His Body. Whatever 
lifts up Christ as being pre-eminent and central is the Father’s great measure and 
pleasure. 
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To some it may seem strange that the Father would dedicate Himself to such an 
end. Yet that is what He has purposed in Himself from the counsels of eternity 
past. But let’s remember that the eternal Son and His Body of redeemed sons 
and daughters are destined to live for one thing - the most supreme honor, glory, 
pleasure and satisfaction which they can bring to the heavenly Father. So while 
the Father is concerned for the Son, the Son is also concerned for the Father. 
This is the divine rule that governs all heaven. 
 
 
 
 
Questions to Consider 
 
 

1. From what vantage point should we view life? 
 

2. From what viewpoint does God see things? 
 

3. What is God’s viewpoint of the relationship that regenerated man has with 
Christ? 

 
4. How does the picture on page 1 depict four stages of man moving from a 

self-centered life to a God-centered life? 
 

5. How do we experience a God-centered life the way God sees it? 
 

6. What is the snare of not pursuing the final step of the picture? 
 
 


