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2. What Is My Purpose? 
 

As we have discussed previously, spiritual growth is an important theme in the 
life of the believer. There are two Scriptures that can help us put that theme into 
perspective: 
 
But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.  
(2 Peter 3:18) 
 
As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby:  
(1 Peter 2:2) 
 
Peter tells us that spiritual growth is basic to the life of a believer, just as physical 
growth is essential to any person. Let’s take a closer look at what it means to mature 
as a believer. 
 
MISCONCEPTIONS 
 
First lets look at some things that spiritual growth has nothing to do with. 
 
1. Our position in Christ. A person does not grow into becoming a Christian. The new 
birth happens in a moment, you are placed in Christ the moment you trusted in Him. 
Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.  
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 
2. God’s love. A parent will often say to his child, "If you do what I want, I'll love you." 
God would never say that because He loves us no matter what we do. According to 
Romans 5:1-11, God loved us when we were sinners. We were His enemies, 
alienated from Him before we ever came to Christ. When you became a believer, 
God continued to love you. There are no grades of love with God. He loves all 
people equally--even the unsaved. When you become a believer, God loves you as 
one of His family. You cannot gain more of God's love. 
 
3. Time. There are many people who have been saved for a long period but have 
grown very little. There are many people who have been saved for a brief period and 
have grown very much. Certainly time is a factor in spiritual growth in some cases 
(those who continue to grow over a long period of time will be more mature than one 
who has grown over a shorter period). But the amount of time isn't what is important; 
it is a commitment to the principles of growth that makes the difference. We don't 
measure spiritual maturity by the calendar. 
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4. Acquired knowledge. Sometimes we equate spiritual maturity with what we 
know, but that isn't the key. Knowledge alone is not the issue; the issue is what 
you do with what you know. The Bible says, "...Knowledge puffeth up..." (1 Cor. 
8:1). When a believer becomes prideful, spiritual growth is immediately retarded. 
Having a knowledge of facts cannot be equated with spiritual maturity. Only when 
those facts conform us to the image of Christ does our knowledge relate to our 
growth. 
 
5. Activity. Some people think that if they have been active in the church (e.g., 
they served in some church ministry), then they have grown spiritually. In other 
words, if you're busy enough, you must be spiritual. But the Pharisees were busy 
in religion, and no one was further from the truth than they were. In Matthew 
7:22-23 Jesus said, "Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not...done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you; depart from me...." Being busy doesn't even qualify someone for 
salvation, let alone spiritual growth. 
 
 
6. Prosperity. Many people equate their economic situation with the favor of God. 
If they possess much, they think God has blessed them because they are such 
wonderful Christians. God may have blessed them, but that isn't necessarily an 
indication that they are spiritually mature. Don't equate positive circumstances 
with God's approval of your spiritual maturity. 
 
 
THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
If spiritual growth is not a matter of your position in Christ, God's love, time, 
knowledge, activity, and prosperity, then what is spiritual growth? A key to 
understanding and experiencing spiritual growth is found in 2 Peter 3:18: "But 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To 
Him be glory both now and forever. Amen." Growing in grace is equated with 
giving glory to God. The key to the process of spiritual growth is 
understanding what it means to glorify Him. 
 
In the past, God endeavored to get men to see His glory; in the future, He will 
display His glory in such a way that men won't have an option. But what about 
the present? What now is the significance of the glory of God? 
 
In Ephesians 3:19-21, Paul desired that we "be filled with all the fullness of God. 
Now unto Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think...unto Him be glory in the church...." In the Old Testament, the glory of God 
was in a building, in a tent, on the face of a man, in the sky, and in the Garden. In 
the future, the glory of God will be displayed in the coming of Christ. But right 
now the glory of God should be displayed in the church. That is why Paul says 
the following: 
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1) Colossians 1:27 -- "...Christ in you, [is] the hope of glory." 
 
2) 2 Corinthians 4:6 -- "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shone in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." If the glory of God in the face of Christ is to 
be seen by anyone, it has to shine through us.  
 
In this present age, God has called us to manifest His glory. If the world is ever 
going to see that glory, it must be made visible through Christ in us, "the hope of 
glory" (Col. 1:27). And that is the key to our own spiritual growth. 
 
 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD’S GLORY 
 
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
 
This verse is amazing! Before Jesus came there was a veil over mankind’s eyes, 
but now things are no longer hidden from us. As we understand the New 
Testament and its great truths, we focus on the glory of the Lord. This verse says 
that we "are changed into the same image from [one level of] glory to [the next 
level of] glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
 
The power behind spiritual growth is the Holy Spirit. He energizes our growth; He 
gives life--and life is growth. As the Spirit infuses our lives with His power, He 
causes us to grow into the image of Christ, from one level of glory to the next. 
But there is one condition: we must gaze into the glory of the Lord. As we focus 
on God's glory, the Spirit of God energizes the process of spiritual growth. The 
point is, in order to grow spiritually, you must focus on God's glory. Don't worry 
about what the Holy Spirit does, and don't become introspective and analytical--
just focus on the glory of the Lord. That is the ultimate reason for living and the 
master key to spiritual growth. 
 
Conversely, the ultimate reason for the condemnation of men is that they don't 
give glory to God. In Romans 1:21, the Apostle Paul indicts the human race for 
its defection from the truth. He says that "they knew God...." All of civilization 
knew God "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them..." 
(Rom. 1:19). They knew God through their conscience. Verse 20 says, "For the 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen...." They 
also knew God from creation. Man had both an internal and an external 
knowledge of God. But verse 21 says, "...when they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God...." That is the basic indictment of the human race--they failed to give 
glory to God. Instead, they "changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an 
image made like corruptible man, and birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things" (v. 23). In other words, they invented idolatrous systems of 
religion. When man abandoned the concept of glorifying God, he cut himself off 
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from spiritual life and growth. The history of man is a descent, not an ascent. He 
cannot grow because he refuses to glorify God. And glorifying God is the impetus 
needed for spiritual growth. 
 
 
THE PROGRESSION OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's 
sake. I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the 
beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked 
one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father. I have 
written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. 
I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God 
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.  
(1 John 2:12-14) 
 
First John 2:12-14 is an essential text because it lists the three basic levels of 
spiritual growth. In verse 12 he says, "I write unto you, little children, because 
your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake." John sums up all believers 
under one term--little children, or offspring. The Greek word used in verse 12 for 
children simply refers to anybody born from somebody else. It has nothing to do 
with age. That word could refer to someone who is eighty-five years old. It has 
nothing to do with infancy. 
 
Then John moves to different terms. He divides the children of God into three 
categories. In verses 13-14 he says, "I write unto you, fathers, because ye have 
known Him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye 
have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children [lit. "babies," a 
completely different Greek word than in verse 12], because ye have known the 
Father. I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known Him that is from 
the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and 
the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one." Those 
are the three levels of spiritual growth: little children, young men, and fathers. 
 
1. LITTLE CHILDREN 
 
What is a spiritual little child? Verse 13 says, "...I write unto you, little children, 
because ye have known the Father." What is the first thing a child recognizes? 
Parents. The spiritual child realizes that he is a child of God, and not much else. 
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2. YOUNG MEN 
 
The second level of spiritual growth is found in verse 13, "...I write unto you, 
young men, because you have overcome the wicked one...." Who is the wicked 
one (Gk. hoponeros)? Satan himself. How do you overcome Satan? Verse 14 
says, "...because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have 
overcome the wicked one." Notice that a little child does not have the Word of 
God abiding him strongly--he only knows the basics. Consequently, they are 
"tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine..." (Eph. 4:14). 
In other words, they just know about God and Jesus. They don't know Scripture 
very well. That's why it is vital for new believers to be grounded in the Word so 
that they don’t get tossed around with false doctrine. 
 
A spiritual young man is one who is strong in the Word and has overcome the 
wicked one. But in what sense does he overcome the wicked one? Satan is a liar 
(Jn. 8:44), appears as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14), and is the master of false 
religion. But a spiritual young man knows the Word and is no longer a victim of 
false religion. There must come a time when you understand the Word of God, 
and then false doctrine won’t deceive you. 
 
3. FATHERS 
 
There is even a greater level of spiritual growth than spiritual young men. In 
verse 13 John says, "I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known Him that 
is from the beginning...." It is one thing to know that you belong to the family of 
God, and to know the Word of God, but it is another thing to know God intimately. 
It is one thing to know the Bible, but it's another thing to know the God behind the 
Bible. Spiritual growth progresses from knowing that you are a Christian, to 
knowing the Word of God, to knowing God Himself. 
 
The way to know God is to spend your life focusing on His glory. That is what will 
take you to the third level of spiritual growth. The focus of the believer's life is to 
glorify God--to understand the fullness of His person and His glory. That focus 
then becomes a magnet that draws the believer past the point of knowing to 
Whom he belongs, to knowing what he believes, and finally to knowing the One 
he believes in. That is the thrust of all spiritual maturity. Paul put it this way: "...all 
things were created by Him, and for Him" (Col. 1:16). He even made us for 
Himself so that we might know Him in His fullness. Romans 11:36 says, "For of 
Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever. 
Amen." 
 
As you focus on the glory of God and begin to give Him the honor He is due, you 
will find that you are being changed into His very image from one level of glory to 
the next. That is spiritual growth.  
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Things to Ponder 
 

1. Do you think your spiritual growth glorifies God? Why or why not? 
  
2. What are some practical ways that your life can glorify God? Make a list of 

your ideas. After each idea, list the practical steps that you might 
implement in order to fulfill that particular idea. Spend time in prayer over 
each of those ideas, seeking God's guidance. 

 
3. What is the ultimate goal of every Christian? Do you share that goal?  

 
4. How can you best progress toward an intimate knowledge of God, your 

Father? Make the commitment to press on toward that mark. 
 

 


