
Whitestone Discipleship Course Study #12 -Ultimate Dedication 
 
Each individual lives, moves and plans within a certain framework of 
reference. The view a person has of the world, of life and of eternity is much 
like a window which either limits or enhances. Accordingly, all basic 
concepts of truth are circumscribed by this window or as we shall call it, a 
framework of reference. 
 
''Where there is no vision the people perish, '' and where there is only a 
narrow framework of reference there is great limitation! Just as it is 
impossible for one to live beyond his vision, so it is impossible for one to 
dedicate beyond his highest goal. 
 
One can hardly appreciate another's viewpoint until he sits where the other 
sits and appreciates what he sees from his particular framework. This is what 
Ezekiel meant when he said, “… and I sat where they sat…” (3:15). 
 
A recent experience brought me to a clearer understanding of this problem I 
was visiting with a leader of the Mormon Church. Of course, he assumed 
that I saw things in the typical framework of most other fundamental 
believers he had encountered. Assuming my primary interest was "being 
saved and getting to heaven," he pointed out how short and sequestered this 
goal seemed to him. 
 
Indeed, he was amazed when he discovered that I did not live nor approach 
truth in that typical framework of ''Just what God has done and will do for 
man."   Then he sought to fit me into a bit larger framework of reference. 
He assumed I must then be primarily interested in the establishment of God's 
universal kingdom of righteousness on this earth, or the restoration to the 
Garden of Eden and all that was lost by Adam. 
 
His amazement only increased when I assured him that my goal was 
much larger than that. Then he was sure I must be in accord with his 
identical framework. So he proceeded to explain how the Mormons had the 
answer to God's glorious purpose in creating this vast universe. What was 
the reason? To fill the universe with tested, dedicated human beings   who 
will then enjoy forever all the glory and benefits that God has planned for 
Himself and His creation. 
 
Surely this was far beyond the framework of the average individual. 



It was his largest framework. Beyond this he could not go, and he was 
puzzled when I insisted he had not yet really answered God's purpose or 
ultimate intention. Why did He plan the kingdom? When Adam fell into sin-
why did God incorporate redemption? Now it was my turn, and I assured 
him that God has revealed in His word the ultimate framework of all 
reference. While as human beings we cannot know all the vast details of 
God's ultimate intention, I explained my conviction that God has given this 
unveiling, and it was most necessary to bring each one of us to a supreme or 
ultimate dedication to it. Then I proceeded to draw for him this simple 
diagram showing the three most common frameworks of reference and then 
introducing the necessity of the Ultimate Framework. 
 
FRAMEWORK l - For those who are primarily occupied with personal 
salvation, their framework begins with man's fall into sin and ends with 
man's redemption and getting to heaven. But since it starts with man, it ends 
with man and what he gets. We must not discount this part, but we must see 
it properly related to a larger framework of truth. 
 
FRAMEWORK 2 - others seem almost to by-pass any need for personal 
redemption. They almost ignore the Fall and become involved in the 
establishing of God's kingdom purposes. Just talk with anyone who is really 
indoctrinated in some kind of national message- a Jehovah's Witness, for 
example has a framework that is concerned with God's kingdom and His 
righteous government on the earth. This framework determines their 
dedication, which is “bringing in the kingdom.” Alas, there are many liberals 
who start with Adam as king in the garden and end with man as universal 
king on the earth. 
 
FRAMEWORK 3 - Then there are those who start with the Eternal God as 
Creator. Beginning with God in His Genesis creation, they seek to find 
meaning and reason for this vast creation. There are numerous 
interpretations, but for even the most devoted fundamentalist this framework 
seems to stop with man conformed to the image of God and finally enjoying 
all that God intended in a "new creation."    
 
"The whole creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful sight of the sons of 
God coming into their own. The world of creation cannot as yet see Reality, 
not because it chooses to be blind but because in God's purpose it has been 
so limited-yet it has been given hope.And the hope is that in the end the 
whole of created life will be rescued from the tyranny of change and decay 



and have its share in that magnificent liberty which can only belong to the 
children of God! It is plain to anyone with eyes to see that at the present 
time all created life groans in a sort of universal travail'' (Rom. 8: 19-22 J 
B. Phillips). 
 
So all creation will be delivered! He has said it: "Behold I make all things 
new'' (Rev. 21:5). But there must be some greater reason. 
New? For what?  
 
Although the dedication in this third framework is that God might (in this 
hour when "all things new") have the glory and honor and in a sense this 
goes beyond what man is to get, yet this view is still too small. There is a 
larger and more ultimate framework which gives ultimate meaning. 
 
FRAMEWORK 4 - Finally, we come to the Ultimate Framework of 
Reference. If we have not realized it, we shall be surprised that it starts way 
back in the Father heart-not merely from, but before the foundation of the 
world. As we have pointed out, Paul by very special revelation starts in 
Ephesians with, ''The God and Father of our Lord Jesus '' Who is the First 
Cause of all causes. It was not man's Fall that determined all things; it was 
not God's desire for a kingdoms nor even His plan for a new creation-but it 
was God's paternal being and nature which determined His primary desire, 
His eternal purpose, and His supreme dedication. Finally, God's ultimate 
realization will bring to Him that satisfaction of which His Father-heart is so 
worthy. 
 
What framework could be larger than the one beginning with the eternal 
Father and ending with the New Jerusalem as a dwelling for His vast 
Family-bringing to Him and His eternal Son honor, glory, pleasure and 
satisfaction? In such a framework we see the importance of salvation (since 
men did fall). We see the kingdom.We see the New Creation. But we also 
see the Father and His vast Family. This gives proper meaning to all that is 
included. 
 
Turn again to Paul's words in Romans 8 and see if they have more meaning: 
''And it is plain, too... that at last we have realized our full sonshlp in Him. 
Moreover, we know that to those who love God, who are called according to 
His Plan, everything that happens fits into a pattern for good. God, in his 
foreknowledge, chose them to bear the family likeness of His Son, that He 
might be the Elder of a family of many brothers. He chose them long ago; 



when the time came He called them, He made them righteous in His sight 
and then lifted them to the splendor of life as His own sons '' (Rom. 
8.28-30 J. B. Phillips). 
 
Living in the glory of all that He shall some day realize in us causes us to 
forget not only all our present suffering, but also our own private goals and 
ambitions. Every cause that once seemed so important and imperative now 
becomes adjusted to THE ULTIMATE INTENTION. 
 
Then what is our dedication? We see how it is the truth that sets us free from 
every lesser dedication. Now that we have moved into the eternal stream 
where we see all from His own viewpoint, our dedication should be nothing   
less than helping Him to realize His glorious plan and Ultimate Intention. 
 
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and cause you to stand 
in the presence if His glory free from blemish and exultant-to the only God 
our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord-be glory, majesty might, and 
authority, before all time, now and to all time! Amen. '' (Jude 24-25, 
Weymouth)  
                          
 AN IMPORTANT DISTINCTION           
In sharing this ultimate truth with others, the reader will probably encounter 
two extreme attitudes. There are those who have so long allowed the 
immediate and present needs to overshadow, that they can hardly see any 
value or have any true appreciation for anything long-range or ultimate. 
They will insist on being more practical and realistic. 
 
But there are others who will follow another extreme. Some who have 
merely an intellectual fancy for truth will reach for this (as they do other 
things) and make it a present hobby. This type of mind   will ignore any 
practical immediate or present need and dwell only on the ultimate. For 
them, it is just another way of escaping responsibility, repentance or reality. 
Many sincere people have been "inoculated against the truth" by observing 
those who hold it intellectually, but have never allowed it to become 
operative in their life as reality. 
 
So there is a difference between ''knowing about the ultimate" and ''living in 
the ultimate." The first is only intellectual. However, one who is truly ''living 
in the ultimate" cannot help but see every immediate need as it relates to the 
whole ultimate scope. What appears to be a hundred separate and unrelated 



needs or crises are actually but different phases of a single whole. In God's 
viewpoint everything is related to something else-as it relates ultimately and 
intimately to Him. The Holy Spirit will help us to be alert and sensitive to 
every immediate need while we continue to hold the eternal and ultimate 
clearly before us. In ourselves we are prone to imbalance. Only in God do 
we find the balance between the immediate and the ultimate. 
 
It has been our thesis from the beginning that men are prone to overlook the 
long-range or ultimate view. Like Esau of old, they become nearsighted in 
living only for the immediate. We have been seeking to keep every 
immediate issue in alignment with the ultimate goal by walking in His 
perception and perspective. 
 
One day I sat in a pastor's study when a member of his congregation 
approached. Every week for many months this lady had come with a new 
crisis which needed an immediate cure. That morning, however, we were 
able to press back beyond her immediate needs. I'm sure the Lord helped this 
dear mother and wife to see the wrong course of the whole background and 
pattern of her life during the past twenty years. She saw how the present was 
simply the harvest of long years of wrong planting. Thus, fruit would be 
inevitable and will continue until God got at the root of the trouble. She saw 
it was not God's way to live in a constant state of emergency by daily 
pruning her "branches." God wanted to destroy the tree and plant another. 
This would mean a new conception of life. It was so drastic! But the Holy 
Spirit always is. He wanted her to see the difference between mere crisis-
living and a long-range course.  
 
May God help every one of His servants to carry the immediate cure in our 
hearts. But even more, let's live with our eyes open to God's preventative 
approach-Jesus Christ must become in every life the power for living by 
pattern and living by principle. 
 
REMEMBER! We begin to look like that which our eyes steadily gaze upon. 
Our thoughts, ambitions, dedications and motives are the architects which 
mold us into their image. Having molded our inner man, they even shape our 
physical appearance. The fertilizing element contained in these ultimate 
thoughts is pointed out by the poet who said:  
 
 
 



Whenever you cultivate a thought, 
Remember it will trace 

With certain touch in pictured form 
A story on your face. 

 
Whenever you dwell upon a thought, 

Remember it will roll 
into your being and become 

A fiber of your soul. 
 

Whenever you send out a thought, 
Remember it will be 

A force throughout the universe 
For all eternity. 


