
Whitestone Discipleship Course Lesson 10 - Captivity Turned   
 
Israel needed a continuous revelation from God. Her waxing and waning as 
a nation was determined by her sense of vision, purpose, and divine destiny. 
When each rising generation forgot the faith and vision of their fathers 
decline was inevitable. Proverbs 29:18 tells us why. In various translations 
this verse reads: 
  

• ''Where there is no vision, the people perish ''-KJV  
• ''Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint" -Darby  
• ''Without revelation, a nation fades" -Fenton  

 
When we take God's panoramic view of Israel, we see the sad history of a 
people always ready for help in times of oppression and adversity, but never 
quite ready to be used of Him. Again and again Israel cried out for 
deliverance and was set free. Yet each time she failed to interpret what God 
was really doing. She seemed far more interested in what God could do for 
her in her time of need, than in what she could do or be for Him when she 
was free. 

 
 
In the image above we have pictured five periods of Israel's history. Five 
times she was delivered in order to move toward her divine destiny. But five 
times she seemed blind to God's ultimate purpose and fell into another time 
of captivity. 
 
First, we find Israel under an Egyptian bondage. Not until the taskmasters' 
severe oppression become unbearable did she think   of God, the Source of 



her deliverance. In due time she was set free. Across the Red Sea, at Mount 
Sinai, God proposed the next step. Will Israel now be UNTO HIM a holy 
nation, a royal priesthood and a peculiar people? Quite glibly she answered, 
''Yes. '' Yet the whole course of her history reveals, as seen in Adam from 
the beginning, that she was far more interested in getting than in giving her 
all or being all God intended. 
 
Second, we find her taken captive by fear in the wilderness. She wandered 
forty years while the fearful generation died off. When she was finally 
liberated for God, when she crossed the Jordan in order to possess Canaan 
land, she soon settled down to possess it for herself. 
 
However, in using her freedom and God's provision for her own enjoyment, 
she thirdly became captive to the nations of Canaan. Once again Israel cried 
to God for help, and this time He raised up judges and deliverers. Again, she 
forgot Who had delivered her from Egypt, Who had provided for her in the 
wilderness, and Who had led her into Canaan. When God granted her desire 
for a king, she soon turned the kingdom of David and Solomon to her own 
glory. 
 
Fourth, in His wrath, God allowed Israel's dispersion by Assyria, which was 
followed with Judah's captivity by Babylon. Finally the seventy years of 
Babylonian captivity were passed, and God liberated Judah to return to 
Canaan. With great joy a small portion of them came back. Now, will His 
people live unto Him? We know the story of their disobedience and 
subsequent rejection of the promised Messiah for whom Israel had waited so 
long. 
 
Since she would not be captive unto Him, she must fall into captivity to 
others. Finally, the Roman destroyers came, Jerusalem was razed, and God's 
people were carried away to be scattered throughout the world. What a 
contrast is to be seen between Israel's repeated disobedience and failure, and 
God's continued mercy and deliverance. What was wrong? She was 
interested in using His grace, but was indifferent to her calling and destiny. 
 
Today God's people are in world-wide dispersion. What suffering and shame 
they have experienced through the centuries. But behold, a new and unique 
thing is about to take place. According to His divine promise, God will soon 
intervene again-this time with finality. He will not only bring Israel back 
from world-wide dispersion, but He will effect an ultimate turning of her 



captivity. In Deuteronomy 30:3 we read of this final restoration, '' ... then the 
Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and 
will return and gather thee from the nations whither the Lord… hath 
scattered thee. ''  
 
What is our lesson in all of this? For years I studied the various captivities of 
Israel. Yet somehow I never realized just how God sought for a people who 
would walk with Him in continuous revelation. The whole pilgrimage of 
Israel-her failures and deliverances-teach us five principles of God's dealings 
with His people. 
 
THESE PRINCIPLES ARE . . . 
 
1-His grace is demonstrated that we might be free from captivity. But this 
freedom is to be used for and unto His ultimate intention. 
 
2-God always asks for the impossible of the natural man so that His people 
will be dependent upon divine, spiritual resources. 
 
3-God designs all things to function properly under His control. 
He is not content to merely set us free, but longs to ''turn our captivity"-that 
is, He longs to bring us back into His captivity. 
 
4-Man must either submit to God's purpose or become captive to some other 
inferior law. God's plan will not allow us to live long in liberty apart from 
law. 
 
5-God's pattern is not in spurts of consecration and dedication, but in a 
consistent walk leading to a continuous unfolding revelation of His plan and 
purpose. 
 
History shows a victorious Israel ever relying on God's miracle- working 
power, a self-willed Israel continually seeking deliverance through her own 
schemes and alliances, and a captive Israel crying out in humility for 
deliverance from the oppressor. Deliverance was always through obedience 
to God's methods, and it was divinely miraculous. It was never through the 
power of numbers, arms, alliances, reliance on human wisdom or education. 
In order to be delivered from adversity, Israel must submit to the 
"foolishness" of God, which is always beyond the comprehension of carnal 
men. 



Throughout the centuries God has found those who allowed themselves to be 
captured by His purpose. Christ's disciples submitted to a way of life so 
irregular in the eyes of their contemporaries that it brought them into 
jeopardy day and night. Paul also became a bond slave of Christ, and 
worldly minds considered him to be a madman. Think it not strange today-
when a new purpose, a fresh, genuine philosophy, or a burning vision of 
destiny floods the mind of a captured man-that he is labeled and even libeled 
as a fool or a madman. As the world drinks deeply at the fountain of human 
error and God's own people strays farther and farther from His ultimate 
purpose, "madness" will even be more frequently offered as the explanation 
for the exploits of God's captives. In His captivity God's people will at last 
find perfect freedom and joy. King David describes this as follows. 
 
''When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that 
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter and our tongue with singing 
Then said they among the heathen, 'The Lord hath done great things for 
them! The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. 
Turn again our captivity, O lord, as the streams of the south. 
They that sow in tears will reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him. '' -Psalm 126  
 
Weeping is not usually considered, these days, to be the badge of the 
successful Christian worker. But David linked   it with a turning   of his 
captivity. And so it has been with God's chosen ones through the centuries. 
Although outward circumstances give no evidence of joy and freedom, 
God's people still know the joy and freedom of ultimate living. 
This is the very reason for our triumph. "Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? '' These things can be relied upon to bring 
captivity and defeat to all others, but God's people can have such joy and 
freedom that can never be touched by these circumstances. Such was the 
experience of Paul and John and all the apostles. And such has been the 
experience of hundreds and thousands of Christians who have followed in 
their train. The words of Ter Stegen written under severe persecution reveal 
the difference between being free from outward oppression and having 
captivity turned: 
 
 "Need I that a law should bind me, Captive unto Thee? Captive is my heart 
rejoicing, Never to be free." 


