
NAME_________________________________________ DATE______________________ 
 

JACOB AND JOSEPH -- LESSON 8 
 
What version of the Bible are you using to do this lesson?___________________________________________ 
 
The last lesson was about the father of faith, or the father of the faithful. Abraham believed and obeyed God. 
You too can be blessed with Abraham if you have faith in God like Abraham. Abraham and Sarah had their son 
Isaac just like God had promised. After Abraham and Sarah died, Isaac continued to have faith in God. He was 
married and he had two sons.  
 
Read Genesis 25:19-34 and answer these questions. Name Isaac’s wife?________________  They had twins 
boys. The firstborn’s name was ________________. The secondborn’s name was ____________________.  
______________ sold his birthright to ________________. What was the price paid for the birthright? 
_________________________________________________. The birthright was very important, but Esau 
despised his birthright and sold it for such a small price. God has provided through Jesus Christ, a way for all to 
have an inheritance as firstborn. That inheritance is a close, loving relationship with God while we live on this 
earth and a home in heaven when we die. Many people will not receive this inheritance because they will 
sell it for their own sinful pleasures in this life. Finish this part of verse 23, “And the Lord said unto her, 
______________ nations are in your womb and ____________ manner of people shall be separated from your 
bowels…” These two brothers represent two kinds of people. Esau was interested in pleasing himself. Many 
examples could be given. Selling his birthright is one example of him wanting to please himself, and read 
Genesis 26:34-35 for another example. Was Esau’s father and mother happy with the wives he took? 
_____________________. Do you see it? Esau didn’t want to please his parents he wanted to please himself.  
 
Let’s look now at Jacob. He wanted the inheritance as you have seen and his father’s blessing shown in Genesis 
27. He didn’t go about getting those things in a very good way but that inheritance and blessing was for his 
children’s benefit. He was thinking about future generations and not his own pleasures. Read Genesis 28:1-2 
and tell in your own words what Isaac wanted his son Jacob to do. 
_______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
Did Jacob obey his Father? (Verse 5) _______________.  
 
Read verses 10-15 and see the promises that God gave to Jacob. Notice they are the same promises that God 
gave to Abraham. You learned about them in the last lesson. Complete verse 14 “And your ____________ shall 
be as the ___________ of the ______________, and you shall spread abroad to the ____________, and to the 
_____________, and to the ______________, and to the _____________: and in ___________ and in your 
_____________ shall all the ______________ of the earth be _____________.”   
 
Those two kinds of people are still on this earth today. Those like Esau who want to please their own flesh 
with pleasures and sins of every variety, and those like Jacob who are interested in spiritual things and future 
things and are willing to deny themselves of the fleshly sins and pleasures to gain heaven. According to Jesus in 
Luke 9:23 What does a person have to do if he wants to come after Jesus? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Verse 24 says that if a person will save his life (or please his flesh) what will happen? 
_____________________ _________________________. But if a person will lose his life (or deny his sinful 
pleasures) for the sake of Jesus, what will happen? _____________________________________________. 
Losing your life means you will go to the hell fire and saving your life means you will go to heaven.  
 
Jacob continued to have faith in God, and the promises given to Abraham were continued through Jacob. God 
blessed Jacob very much. In Genesis 32 it records a meeting that Jacob had with God. In verses 27 and 28, 



what is the new name that God gave to Jacob? ______________. The descendants of Jacob are still known by 
that name today. Jacob had twelve sons and those sons make up the twelve tribes of Israel.  
(In the rest of the questions where there is a choice,  circle  the correct answer)  
Please read Genesis 37 and answer the following questions. Jacob (Israel) loved which one of his sons the 
most? ____________. Was this favored son loved or hated by his other brothers? Loved -- Hated.  In verses 5-
11 it talks about two dreams that Joseph had. What did his father and brothers think those dreams 
meant?__________________________________________________________________________________ 
What did Joseph’s ten brothers do to him? ( vs. 27-28) _____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________. Did the brothers tell their father what 
they did to Joseph?   Yes  or  No.  Joseph grew up in the land of Egypt as a slave. God was with him and God 
blessed him because Joseph was a man who had faith in God and he wanted his life to please the Lord. 
 
From Genesis 39 answer these questions. What position did Joseph have in his master’s house? ( vs. 1-6) 
___________________________________________________. What was the only thing that was kept back 
from Joseph in his master’s house? ( vs. 7-12) _______________. Did Joseph commit fornication with his 
master’s wife?    Yes  or  No.   Did she tell her husband the truth about Joseph? (vs. 13-20)    Yes   or   No.   Did 
Joseph do the right thing or did he do wrong? Right  or Wrong. What position did he have with his master now? 
_____________________________________. Was God angry with Joseph? (vs. 21-23)   Yes   or   No.  What 
did the keeper of the prison do with Joseph?_____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Chapter 40 it tells about two men who were in prison with Joseph. Both men had a dream and Joseph told 
them the interpretation. One man was put to death and one man was restored to his position with the Pharaoh 
(King) of Egypt. What did Joseph ask this man who was restored to his position with the Pharaoh? (vs. 14-15) 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Answer these questions from chapter 41. The Pharaoh had two dreams (vs.1-8). In verses 9-14, who told the 
King that Joseph could interpret dreams? __________________________.  Did Joseph say he could interpret 
Pharaoh’s dream? ( vs. 15-16)  Yes  or  No. After Pharaoh’s dream was interpreted, what position did Joseph 
have with Pharaoh?______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There was a famine over all the land where Joseph’s father and brothers were, and over all the land of Egypt. 
Joseph had stored up plenty of food. People from far and near came to buy food from Joseph. Joseph’s br others 
also came to buy food. When they bowed before Joseph, he knew who they were.  Did they recognize him? 
(Gen. 42:6-8) Yes  or  No.  Did the two dreams that Joseph had when he was a boy come true? Yes  or  No. He 
became the ruler over his whole family. His father Jacob and all the family moved to Egypt. Jacob and Joseph 
died there.  After the death of Joseph, the descendants of Jacob (Israel) became slaves in Egypt for 400 years. 
Then God used Moses to bring them out of Egypt.  
 
For some very good reading, the whole story of Joseph in Genesis chapters 39--50 is very interesting. There 
are many things in this lesson about dreams. Today God mainly speaks to us through His Word, the Bible. If 
you think God is speaking to you through a dream, it must agree with what the Bible says. Dreams can also 
come from our subconscious imagination, and Satan can also give dreams. 
 
Joseph faced many very difficult trials in his life. His brothers hated him and sold him into slavery. He was 
tempted with fornication but kept himself pure. He was falsely accused and sent to prison. But Joseph 
continued to believe and trust in God, and God blessed Joseph. Let Joseph’s life be an example to you when 
you face trials and temptations, believe and trust God. 
 
 



 
 
  
REVIEW QUESTIONS FROM THIS LESSON are worth two points each. (Read the lesson well) 
 
Why did God bless Joseph? ___________________________________________________________________  
 
What are the two kinds of people still on the earth today? ___________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

When you are finished with this lesson, put it in an envelope and send it to the following address. The lesson 
will be graded and returned to you. If you are participating in this study via e-mail then send the answers to the 
review questions in a return e-mail. If you have any questions, write them in the space below or send them via 
return e-mail. 
 
 


