
The Corinthian Problem # 02 Carter Conlon
The Preaching of the Cross

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 
God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish 
the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom: But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 1 Cor 1:18-25

 The root problem in the Corinthian church was that although they were willing to embrace the cross as the 
answer to their personal need. . .We have a lot of that today and it is legitimate. If you are living in captivity, if 
you are dealing with this ever encroaching sense of hopelessness in your heart, the cross of Christ is the answer. 
It is everything you have ever been looking for. I am talking to you about what God did for you through his Son. 
He took the weight and penalty of your sin upon himself. He paid the price of all the wrong that you have ever 
done, and asks only that you would believe that he took your place – open your heart and let him come in to be 
your personal Lord and Savior. 

Now, the Corinthian church heard this through the apostle Paul, and I am sure that many people gladly said this 
is awesome. We have been living with this incredible depth of need in our hearts, and we have been wondering 
what truth is. Now you have come and you have told us about Christ who died for us and rose again on the third 
day – you have told us that there is power to triumph over our enemies. There is a newness of mind that is 
promised in the Scriptures, a newness of heart, a newness of spirit – it is as if we are born all over again, given a 
second start, as it is, in life.

They embraced this. . . But, the Corinthian church were unwilling to embrace the deeper implication of what 
kind of a lifestyle in Christ that the full embracing of the cross would lead them into. That is the dilemma that 
faced this church, and it is the dilemma that faces many who profess Jesus Christ especially in the western world 
today. The church has embraced one side, as it is, of the cross, one aspect of the cross. I want all the forgiveness, 
I want the peace that comes from knowing God, I want this assuredness of a sound and a solid future. I want to 
be freed from all oppression. But, I am not willing to go any deeper than this. 

The Corinthian church brought into its congregation the thinking of the society all around it. The society all 
around it was overcrowded with people who did not care to live for other people. It was not the norm of that 
society, it is not the normal thing to do in our society. When is the last time you heard somebody on a talk show 
saying, folks, I found an answer, get out there and live your life for other people. It may have happened once or 
twice the last several years – but not too often. Jesus said, if any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross daily and follow me. 

Paul said, in 1 Cor 1:18: “The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness”. The cross is not only the 
sufficiency of the atonement. God gave himself for you as a sacrifice, and he calls those who embrace him to 
walk in a similar manner. He calls us as the people of God to not only embrace our conversion but to embrace 
what this walk with Christ really means. The Son of God came and hung on a cross. . . He could have procured 
our redemption some other way, or he could just send us all to an eternity without any hope. But he came down 
as a man, went to a cross, poured out his life virtually to the last drop of blood and water that you and I might be 
forgiven all the wrong things that we have done. And he calls us to walk in a similar manner. We can not, 
obviously, give our lives as a redemption – only God could do that. But, we can let this love, this essence of 
God’s heart that caused him to do this, we can allow this heart to pour through us in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to fallen men and women all through this world. That was the part of the cross that the Corinthian church was 
not getting. They were not embracing it and thereby they were exposed to all types of error – selfishness, 
exploitive preaching and division in their ranks. All types of error were coming in. 
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The giving of oneself for others is foolishness to those who are pursuing a pathway that leads to spiritual death. 
That is what the apostle Paul is saying. The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness. Not just the 
salvation through Christ, but what that salvation leads us into is regarded as foolishness. In verses 19-20 he says: 
For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish 
the wisdom of this world?

Paul is saying in essence, this is not conventional wisdom. Tell me, where in the world are you hearing this 
spoken? Where in the fallen society, that has rejected God, where every man is living for himself, where people 
step over one another to get to what they believe are the goals and the objectives in life – where are you hearing 
this spoken? Who is preaching it? Sad to say, even in much of the Christian church, where are you hearing this 
spoken? Where are the preachers who are telling the people, this redemption is not just to make us feel good? We 
are called to walk with Christ into this world. He wants his life to be poured out through us for the needs of 
others, even to the death if necessary – even to foreign fields to follow those who, during 2000 years, have 
walked with Christ and have endured much difficulty. 

That what Christ has spoken and shown us, reveals the philosophy of every man for himself to be both foolish 
and powerless. It is both foolish and powerless. Where has that philosophy led this world to? When people have 
bought into this way of thinking, and now look at the mess the world is moving into and hoe quickly it is 
happening all around us. 

Adam and Eve were the first people of God, they were walking with God and they were in right relationship 
with God: Satan had to get hold of this, somehow. He had to pervert the thinking of those who were called, in a 
sense, to be co-laborers with God. In Genesis 3:6, Satan came to Eve and with his own dark wisdom induced her 
to chart her own course independently from what God had spoken. Firstly, verse 6: “When the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food. . .”In other words, Satan said, now you do it my way and it will satisfy the deep inner 
need in your life. “It was pleasant to the eyes.”It would be a delightful journey. The Devil said, just do it my way. 
You do not have to listen to what God says. God’s ways are too narrow. There is a bigger way, there is another 
way to follow to get you through to what you are looking for. What I have for you will satisfy you, Chart your 
own course, determine your own destiny. The journey will be pleasant to your eyes. 

She saw that it was “a tree to be desired to make one wise”. In the process, the enemy said, you are to become 
much wiser. Both Eve and her husband went this way. They partook of what God had said they should not touch 
and began to walk opposed to how they should not live. The next thing that happened was an opening of their 
eyes and they knew that they were naked. In other words, they knew that they were led by the Devil into spiritual 
bankruptcy. When the Devil succeeds in causing God’s people to look in a different direction then what God has 
shown through the cross of Christ, and tells us that this way is good, this way is pleasant, it is not quite as 
difficult as the one that Christ is speaking about, you will get smarter and smarter as you travel along this 
journey – only to find that you have lost the covering of God. 

That is exactly what happened to Adam and Eve. They lost the covering of God. They were spiritually and 
morally bankrupt. They had no power to stand against their enemies. Where once the glory of God had been their 
covering and the Devil were unable to touch them, the moment they bid into his logic they now had to make 
clothing, covering for themselves – as ridiculous as those coverings would have looked back in the Garden of 
Eden, somehow thinking this was going to protect them and to keep them.

When we are not walking God’s way, we have to start figuring out how we are going to win the battle. We have 
to start cultivating devices out of our natural minds, we have to start creating coverings for our selves. Battle 
strategies, plans, steps to this, passways to what we perceive to be victory – when all we needed all along is to 
obey God and to let the covering of God, in Christ, be ours again. Thanks be to God for the simplicity of the 
cross of Jesus Christ. 
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Paul spoke to the Philippian church, and he was talking about what was going on in the professing church: 
“Many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
cross of Christ”.  Paul is speaking about the church, the professing church. He is speaking about some who were 
standing in pulpits – and they were in Corinth. They were the enemies of the cross. They were bringing another 
Christ, as it is, to the people – another way of thinking, another way of walking apart from the ways of God. In 
verse nineteen he says: “Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things.”

They stand in the pulpits, but their minds are filled with the wisdom of this world. They had never made a break 
from the thinking of this world. They are strategists and planners, and they lay the same traps before the people 
that Satan laid in the Garden of Eden. “You do not have to do it this way. Now, close the Bible. Listen, God is 
speaking something else. Close the Bible. This way is too narrow. I have got something from the Lord, I have 
got this incredible revelation.” 

That is how they lead the people astray, planting that seed of independence from what God has spoken in the 
heart, an independence that ultimately lead them into destruction by causing them to move in a direction set by 
their bellies. They learn to look to their own satisfaction – what is in this for me? How can I prosper from this? 
How can this better my life? How can it give me a bigger slice of the economic pie? How can I get more power 
over men around me? And they begin to move in this circle, this realm, which contains the seed of Satan himself. 
The seed of human corruption is that we use all things, even Jesus Christ, solely for the advantage for ourselves. 
That is the seed of human corruption. That is the corruption in Eden. That is the corruption that was standing at 
the doorway of Corinth, that Paul was writing about. It is, using Christ for yourself. 

We find this all through the professing church now. “Use Christ for some new thing that you need in your life 
today.” James 4:1-7 describes this inner lust of self as the very essence of internal fighting. Paul wrote to the 
Corinthian church, and he said it is rumored that there is contentions among you. 1 Cor. 1:11. James said, 
divisions come because of inner lusts that are not satisfied. That is where contentions come, that is where 
divisions come into the Christian mind and into the Christian fellowship. These things, James says, will cause all 
kinds of difficulty in the Christian life. In verse 7 he says, resist the Devil. In other words, flee from this 
corrupted inner nature that has been generated by Satan himself. Resist this! 

James said, you come to God and you ask, but you do not receive because you ask to consume it upon your own 
lusts. You are not asking for things from Christ that can be used for the betterment of others. You are asking it for 
yourself. I am not talking about legitimate prayers, like for peace and daily bread. I am talking about those who 
come with an inner lust, coming before God to ask him to feed this lust. You ask, but you ask amiss. You do not 
receive, because you are asking to consume it upon your own lusts. 

An example on this is to be found in 1 Cor. 1:22. “The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom.” 
Go with me to Matt. 12:38, “Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would 
see a sign from thee.” Why did they want to see a sign? What was the point? They already had heard the report, 
they knew that this man could do miracles. He was the incarnate Son of God. He was speaking to them in a way 
that they could hear. Here is the reason why the people wanted to see a sign. In their case it is, if Jesus is willing 
to do things at our bidding then we are willing to form an association with him for our advantage. If we can get 
him to work for us, then we might embrace him as the one he says he is. But, we have to get him to work for us. 
We are not willing to work for him. He has got to come and work for us. 

This was the issue with the scribes and the Pharisees: “Here is what Jesus says to them: “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: For as 
Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth.” Matt. 12:39-40.
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The only sign you are going to be given is the sight of someone giving his life for others. That is the only sign 
that I am going to give you. You are going to see a man who is unlike what you are. You want to use the power 
of God for your own advantage, but you are going to see a man who truly has the power of God and he is going 
to use it for the advantage for others. For whosoever will. . . He is going to use it for the advantage of the drug 
addicted, the prostitutes, the immoral, those who are struggling in any fashion of life. The imprisoned, the 
destitute are going to be able to come. You are going to see a man who is giving his life that others may come to 
know eternal life through him. 

Then he said something incredible: “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.” Jesus 
says, Nineveh itself, a city of 300 000 wicked people that turned to God, are going to condemn you. Because, 
when Jonah arrived, a man who was simply abandoned to the will of God, they saw it and they heard God and 
they repented. The very thing that you are looking for, you are looking for a sign. . . A whole society saw 
something that you do not see. An abandoned man comes to their shores. Nothing really to look at. He has spent 
three days and three nights in the belly of a whale, but when he opens his mouth to speak the power of God is 
with him. There is something of God about this man and the whole society, even the king himself saw it. They 
heard God in his voice and they turned from their sin. And Jesus says, you have got the one who empowered him 
standing before you, but you will not bend your knee to me.

Paul says, the Greeks seek after wisdom. 1 Cor. 1:22. They think increased knowledge is the key to ultimate 
power. Paul warned in 2 Tim. 3:7-8, in the last days people will be “ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” They will be attending seminars, they will be studying and perhaps they will have 
memorized more Scripture than possible some previous generations. But even all that study will not have 
brought them to the truth of what is the Christ-life. What is the church of Jesus Christ? What are we called to be, 
what are we called to do? 

Then in verse eight he mentions two men that use this form of spirituality – it was a false one, but it was a form 
– they used it to get close to power. They were close to Pharaoh. There are people who use Christ to get close to 
government, thinking this is going to bring about some form of change. These men who were standing close to 
power withstood Moses. They were resisting the very way that God uses to bring people to freedom. Before 
them is a man who has lost his natural ability to speak. He has no military plan, he has got no army behind him. 
He is a weak and foolish man in the sight of that society, but yet God chooses him. He stands before the most 
powerful king of his generation with nothing more than a stick in his hand and a one line sermon. And he says, 
let my people go. This is what the Lord says. This was to simplistic for this priesthood. This was too foolish for 
them. The way of the cross is foolishness to those who are moving in another stream. And they stood against 
Moses. Paul says, the foolishness will be exposed just as these men were exposed. 

The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came 
from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is 
here. Matt. 12:42. Jesus said, the queen of the south will rise in judgment because she came from the far reaches 
of the world only to discover a wisdom that is not of this world – it is a wisdom given by God. Christ is saying to 
the leaders of that time, you have the very source of the wisdom of Solomon standing before you and you refuse 
it. Why do you refuse it? Why do people refuse the simplicity of Christ? What is it about the human condition? 
Why could Satan tempt Adam and Eve and get them to move away from a lifestyle and a plan given by God that 
was going to lead them to nothing but further glory? Why would they move away from this? Why would they 
not hear the preaching of Christ? Why would they despise the simplicity of obedience? What was the reason? 
Why were they refusing this wisdom? 

Here is the answer, it is in every human heart. In every person who is outside of the doors of the church, and 
tragically perhaps a few who are inside, who is unwilling to embrace the fullness of the cross of Jesus Christ is 
because you are completely unattracted to where it will leave you. That is the answer, that is why they would not 
embrace it. That is why they could not hear Jesus. They were not attracted to this. If this is God, there is nothing 
in it for me. How is this going to give me fine robes and the best seat in the banquets, how is this going to bring 
me to a place where people is going to call me teacher in the public sphere? How is this going to get me closer 
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access to power and other things that I am looking for in this life? 

Isaiah 53 describing Jesus Christ; he is like a root out of dry ground. He has got no form or attractiveness: When 
we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He says, we hid our faces from him. We esteemed him 
not. It is amazing, if you look in the original Hebrew and consider the word esteem, it means “we made a 
judgment”. It also refers to skill and art, or military inventions and it is also an accounting term. And if you put it 
all together, it says we looked at him and we made a judgment in our hearts, and we said this does not make a 
very good picture. This is not what I want my life to be. I do not want to be ordinary. I do not want to be given to 
the needs of others around me. I do not want to be misunderstood. I do not want to endure persecution 
everywhere I go. I do not want to evil-spoken about. I want to be popular, I want to have fame and riches. I want 
people to look at me and say, there is a man of God. 

We esteemed him not, this is not much of a picture, this is not what I am looking for in my life. According to 
military language, this is not much of a plan. Is this your plan, God? They could not cope with it. They knew the 
Scriptures, but they could not cope with the plan. When the plan finally appears, the Pharisees look and say this 
is not much of a plan to win the world. This ordinary looking man, he is not even handsome. That is what the 
Scriptures say, he is not even handsome. At least if he had been handsome, they might have been willing to 
consider it.

It is also an accounting term. They looked at him and said, this is not worth much. This is of no value. As a 
matter of fact, they sold him for thirty pieces of silver. What did they esteem him to be worth? Many people look 
at the real Christ of the Bible, and they make a judgment. And they say, this is not the picture. We do not want 
our church to look like this. We do not want the people of our church to be like this. God’s plan of using the 
foolish and the nothings and the nobodies, just empowering them from Heaven – we do not like that plan. To get 
into that plan we have to admit that we are nobody and nothing, we are not wise and we are not of noble birth. 
We are not willing to do that. We are not willing to walk that humbly before people, so therefore we write this 
plan off and we esteem it to be worth very little. 

“Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, 
swept, and garnished.” Matt. 12:45 This is a type of a people who have received Christ, they have received the 
form of Christ at least. . . Perhaps they have received him as their savior, but they are not willing to walk with 
him as their master. So, the end result of that is an emptiness. They like to sing nice songs on Sunday morning 
but there is a spiritual emptiness inside. There is a bankruptcy, there is nothing of God’s light pouring through 
them into the society around them. What ends up happening is there are contentions in the house of God. There 
are divisions. Exploitive preachers get into the pulpits and begin to preach to them. They start to be led down a 
pathway of selfishness, an empty pathway that never satisfies.

This is exactly what happens. “Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he 
is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits 
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 
Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation. Matt. 12:44-45.  There is a “seven” in the Bible that speaks 
of rest. God created the world in six days and on the seventh day rest came. Proverbs talks about what God 
builds have seven pillars in it. There are seven churches in the book of Revelations. We could go through all 
through the sevens of the Bible to show that it speaks about the rest and the perfection of God. But, when we 
reject the way of Christ, he says, then whatever that man was comes back to him again and he ends up worse 
than he was in the beginning. 

There is another “sevens” as it is, the spirit brings seven other spirits more wicked than himself. They enter in 
and dwell there, and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Paul says, it is better to not have known the 
way of truth than to have known it and then go back to what you left behind. Why would you do that?? When 
there is such a fullness of Christ awaiting you!
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The division Paul spoke of was between the Corinthian church’s worldly perspective of the Christian life and the 
way of God through the testimony of Jesus Christ that Paul had declared to them. He says in 1 Cor. 1:23, “But 
we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness”. We preach a 
savior, and those that are saved dying to themselves and being raised in newness of life by the power of God. 
Paul goes on in verse 25: “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men”.

What is this foolishness of God? How can we even describe God as foolish? If God could be described as foolish 
or weak, what is the foolishness and weakness of God? The only thing I can think of is that God would come and 
work with me, that God would come and save me and live inside of me with all of my frailties, all of my 
struggles and all of my trials – and he would come and partner with me, partner with you, and that his life would 
flow through me. And that through me, as part of his church that is alive on this Earth, he would reach out and 
begin to touch human need. That is were life is. 

I stand in pulpits to preach, and I thank God – it is nice to be called of God. But, this is not really where life is. 
Where I find life is when I go into Africa, and go into these villages – that is the highlight of my whole year. I 
have been in the sanctuary of ours when the glory of God’s has come down. I have been here when we just want 
to shout and dance all over the place – I thank God for that – but the highlight of the whole year is carrying two 
goats up into a village in Burundi to a dear old sister in the Lord. A dear old lady who had found Christ and had 
led one of the most poverty stricken villages to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. They had cried out, and 
they were asking God for provision. And when they were asking God for provision, it was not like us – they 
were not asking God for Cadillacs and bigger houses and fame. They are asking for food, because they do not 
have any. They are asking for clean water, because they do not have any. And what a privilege to be part of the 
team that pulled up with a truckload of goats and chickens and to be able to go up the mountain. The children 
around us dressed in rags sang, they sang for the longest time. They sang one song: ”Only God could do this, 
only God could do this. We asked him to help us, and help has come. Only God could do this.”

We have so many people today in the pretending church, running all over the countryside looking for revelation 
or a touch from some man of God that is instantly going to zap them into being a holy, caring, proficient and full 
person – when the way to this life and power of God has been made clear to us right from the beginning. Take up 
your cross daily and follow me. Let your life be poured out for the benefit of others. There is hope in this, there 
is healing in this. 

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. For ye see 
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are. 1 Cor. 1:25-28.

In other words, God has chosen struggling people who just have the guts to say it. Struggling people. All of 
humanity is frail and failing. Struggling people who are sick of the pretence, sick of the games, sick of the 
wisdom that says self is sufficient. They say, I am not willing to live my life like this any more. I have got to be 
identified with Christ – and I do not care if the whole world says it is not a good plan – I know he is the Son of 
God. And if the only ones that can follow him are weak and confused and feeble, I will join the prostitutes and 
drug addicts that are stumbling and bumbling in this world. I will count myself in as one of them, and we will 
march in the glory and victory of God. We will know the life of God in this generation.

Let the rest gather around their books and study and look for some new little corner of the diamond but never 
understand what it should be used for. Let them prophesy, let them play their stupid games in the house of God. 
But, those who know Christ, those who walk with Christ are reaching out to the poor, the leper, the lame, the 
blind and all that are confused in this world. 
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“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption.” 1Cor. 1:30. Here is what Paul says, the preaching of the cross is the power of God. It is not just 
mental agreement with fact that the Savior died on Calvary. It is wisdom to know the way. When we have 
embraced the cross of Christ as a personal lifestyle, there is a wisdom that comes from God – and God begins to 
speak to us and says this is the way, walk in it. There is a righteousness, to be cleared and clean from the results 
of sin. There is a knowledge that I can not be condemned anymore. The enemy has no right to me because of the 
covering that Adam and Eve lost in the Garden of Eden is now mine again through Jesus Christ. My frailty and 
my failings are covered. God looks at me and sees me as cleared and clean. God, the Father, sees me as righteous 
as his own Son who sits today at his right hand. 

Paul said, it is sanctification. It is to be free from the besetting power of sin. And redemption, to be fully alive in 
Christ. So many people today are looking for power. They are looking for victory over sin. They are looking to 
escape the constant depression that is increasing by the hour in this world. Jesus said, men’s hearts will fail them 
soon for fear. Ambassadors of peace will weep bitterly as every attempt that man has made to govern himself 
without God fails. But those who know Christ, those who walk with Christ will know where they are going. 
They will have a clear and clean conscience. They will be free from the besetting power of sin and fully alive in 
Christ. 

The moment you and I begin to walk with him, the moment we take that step to say, Lord, not just for my 
salvation, but I am giving you my life. . .

I remember when I came to Christ as my savior – I was about twenty-four years of age. It had been about two 
years of floating around as a Christian – then at about twenty-six I said to my wife, I want the whole thing or 
nothing at all. I want everything that Christ is calling me to or I do not want any part of it. And the Lord began to 
open my heart and my life, he began to lead me. When I cried that out, he started to lead me to feed the poor. The 
moment you begin to move in the direction of where God’s heart is for the people, to be kind to the unthankful, 
to help those that need help, to be a stretched out hand in God’s name and with God’s power to a generation – 
like Nineveh – who do not know their left hand from their right, spiritually speaking. You find prison doors 
opening, besetting sins start being broken, your mind starts to change. Things that bound you all of a sudden fall 
away – because you are moving in the life of Christ. 

Embrace the cross. Embrace the Christ of the cross. Begin to let God use you to be a blessing to others. It starts 
where you are. It starts with the people closest to you. Then it will move beyond that to people which God will 
allow you to be burdened for. There is a burden, there is a cross for each one of us. Handled the way God wants 
you to, it will lead to glory. 
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